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Page 6 Page 8
1 we can get through this smoothly. Have you ever had 1 Q. Okay. And when — I presume you became
2  your deposition taken before? 2 divorced fromMr. ?
3 A. No. 3 A, Yes.
4 Q. During the deposition the court reporter 4 Q. What was.that date, do you remember?
5~ is here to take down everything we say. It's easier 5 A, January '97. - ’ '
_-6 if we don't interrupt each other during the 8 Q. Okay. And I'm going to presume that
7 deposition. So what I would ask you to do is wait 7  Mr. .was not living'with you on
8 until ] finish asking my question before you answer. 8 on the , ; would that be a fair
¢  You'll probabiy be anticipating some of the questions 9  statement?
10  I'm going to ask you and there's a tendency to simply | 10 A, That's correct.
11  go ahead ard blurt out the answer. 11 Q. All right. Have you evér been known by
i2 ‘What 1 wouald ask you to do is to wait 12 any other names other than and 2
13 untilI finish asking the entire question before you 13 A. No, sir.
14  answer it and I will give you the same courtesy. I 14 Q. Okay. Have you ever lived at any other
15 won't intérrupt you while you're trying to answer the | 15  house other than 17
16 _question, 16 A. T've been there 28 years. I lived at
17 Also, all your responses have to be 17 townhouses prior to that in Salisbury.
18  verbal. The court reporter can't take down a shake 18 . Q. And what is your date of birth?
19 of the head or a nod. So if you'd just answer 19 A :
20 verballj', we'll do fine. Also, if at.any time I ask 20 Q. Okay. And when you moved into the
21 you a question that you don't understand, you need to; 21 Road address, did anyone else move there with
22 stop me and just say, "Mr. Gaston, T do not 22 you? '
Page 7 Page 5
-1 uaderstand that question." I'll try te rephrase it 1 A. Yes.
2 - for you. Otherwise, if you don't tell me that then 2 Q. Who was that?
3 we will assume that you've understoed every question 3 A. My husband, my daughter, ; and my
4 that I've asked you and your answers will be 4 som, .
5  responsive to those questions. 5 Q. 7
6 " Also, if at any time during the 6 A, Yes.
7 depositior you need to take a break, just let us know 7 Q. Would that be . ?
8  and we'H stop for a few minutes. Have you 8 A L
9  understood everything I've said so far? g Q. How old is your daughter?
190 A, Sure. Yes. ' 10 A. is 28. -5 33,
11 . Ma'am, what is your current addiess? 1 Q. Okay. And did you purchase the home from
i2 A, ' . That's 12 another family mexber or from a stranger?
13 13 A, Ipurchased it from a stranger.
14 . Have you ever been known by any other 14 Q. Okﬁy. And what year did you buy the home
15  pame? i3 ¢m Road?
18 A , spelled 6 A, 86, . _
17 ‘ ' 17 Q. On Iy were you still
18 Q. Was that your maiden name? 18  [Jiving at the. Road address?
19 A, Married. ‘ 13 A, Yes.
20 . That was your married name. Okay. And 20 . Okay. Did you have any tenants living
21 s your maiden name? © 21 there with you af that ime?
2 A. Yes, "2z A
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1 children sl lived there. _ 1 Q. Did you know where Mr. lived on
2 Q. Okay. So your two children and you lived 2 that date? :
3 there? ' 3 A. Yes.
4 A. And my grandson, 4 Q. Okay. Where did he live?
5 Q. What's his name? 5 A. Three properties down to the right.
6 A . & Q. On the same side of the street that you
7 Q. . Anyone else? 7 lived on? ' ‘
8 A, No. 8 A. Yes.
9 Q. All right. Ma'ain, we're here about a 9 _ Q. Okay. Would you classify him as one of
10  collision that occurred on , on 10 your neighbors?
11 .Road. Tell me what you know about that 11 A, Yes.
12  moetorcycle collision between a motorcyclist and ‘a 1z Q. Okay. Had you ever been over to his
13 dog. 13 house before for any type of an event?
14 A. There was probably 12 of us outside, The 14 A. No. -
15  children were playing with the dog. The dog came 15 Q. Had he ever been over to your house
16  back in the house. My screen does not Jatch. The 16  before for any type of event?
17  dog came back outside. The children across the road 17 A. No.
18  called the dog to them. e went. saw the dog 18 Q. Have you ever seen him - other than the
19  across the street and called the dog home. 19  one time when you met him, had you ever seen him on a
20 . When she called the dog home was in 20  professional, social or otherwise basis before that
21  the yard and says, "No, there's a motorcycle coming.” 21 day? :
22 Before we knew it, he was right there and the dog had | 22 A. T'veseen him at school functions when
Page 11 Page 13 {
1  come across the road and he collided with it. 1 our children were in school, PTA. -
2 Q. Did you actually see the collision 2 Q. And what school would that be at?
3 between the motorcyclist and the dog? 3 A. Elementary.
4 A. Yes. 4 Q. Do you know if any of his children were
5 Q. Did the collision — is Road 5  in the same class as your children?
&  atwo lane highway, with the traffic going in each 6 A, Yes.
7 direction? - 7 Q. Is that how you came to know him at the
8 A. Yes. : 8  school?
9 Q. Okay. And whick direction was the 9 A, Yes.
10 metorcycle traveling? If you're standing in front of 16 3. Okay. What type of dog was i that ran
11  your house and looking out towards the roadway, was| 11  out into the road?
12 the motorcyclist coming from your left or from the 12 A. Tm really not sure. It was a mixed
13 right? 13 breed. It was small, not quite knee high. Black.
14 A. He was coming from the left. 14 . Did the dog have 2 license?
15 G. And 6o you know the mexn who was driving | 15 AL 1 dor't know.
1€ the motorcycie? 1lé Q. Okay. When's the first nme you saw that
17 A. . DoTknow him? No. 17  dog?
ig Q. Do you know him? 18 A. When that dog was probably five days old.
19 A. No. 11 . Did you go pick up the dog from a
20 Q. You had never séen bim before that date? 20  breeder?
21 A, T've met him one time brobably 12 vears 21 A MNe
2 {Payez 10 to 13;
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1 A, My daughter, 1 she in ao inpatient program?
2 Q. Okay. Were you there when got the 2 A. Neither of those. Let me take that back,
3 dog? 3 Q. Okay. -
4 " A. I don't remember if - I wasn't there 4 A. She had been in counseling off and on. I
5  when she got the dog. I was there when she brought 5  couldn't tell you what the dates were, but it was not
6  the dog home. 6  anything court ordered.
7 Q. Okay. And did she bring the dog back to 7 Q. Okay. So when your daughter was .away in
8  the home on Road? 8  counseling and when you were taking care of your
9 A. Yes. . 9 grandson, did you also take care of the dog during
io . Q. And how many years ago was that? Or 10  that period of time?
11 months ago? 11 "A. No.
1z A The dog, like I said, was only five days 12 Q. Okay. Who would be taking care of the
13 . old and the dog was a year-and-a-half when the 13 dog while your daughter was away from the home?
‘14  accident occurred. 14 A. Wherever she had it. Whoever she was
15 Q. Okay. Do you know if your daughter 15 - with, o
16  picked it up — you said it was a mixed breed, so the 18 Q. Okay. SoIdon't want to pat words in
17  dog wasn't a pure bred; right? .17  your mouth. When your daughter was away from the
18 - A. No. 18. home the dog was always with her -
19 _ Q. And was the dog - do yeu know if your 19 A Yes.
20  daughter purchased the dog for breeding purpeses or | 20 Q. - would that be a fair statement?
21 just for companionship? ' 21 A, Yes,
22 A. Twould say companionship; although I 22 Q. And your son - the grandson, was he old
/ Page 15 Page 17
- 1 don't know for certain. 1 cnough to go to school during that one-and-a-half
2 Q. Okay. And for the year-and-a-half that 2 year period, because I dida't get the grandson's age?
3 your daughter had owned the dog before the dog was 3. A. Yes, he was in school.
4 killed, was the dog in the home on Read 4 Q. Axnd how old was he?
5 every day, pretty much every day? 5 A. At thaf time three years ago he would
6 A. No. 6 . have been eight.
7 Q. Okay. Where did the dog stay and which 7 Q. Eight years old?
8  homes did the dog visit? , 8 A. Uh-huh.
9 A. That I can't tell you. My daughter at g Q. Okay. And did - was your daughter
10  the time was in addicfions. She would be home some 10 marrisd o father?
11 weeks and some weeks not. When she wasn't home, 1 11 A. No.
12  didn't know where she was. Ihad her son. 1z Q. Did he live in the house during any
13 Q. Did you have legal custody of her son? 13  period of time?
14 A. No. 14 A. No.
13 2. Okay. You were just {aking care of your - 3 . Okay. And where does your daughter five
16 grandson, - : 16  now? - '
17 A. Ub-huh. 17 A. She'sin . Avenue,
18 . — while she was going through thése- ) 18 Q. Do you kmow the street number by chance?
15 difffeult times? i3 A. No. And 'mnof even sure if it's
20 A. Yes. Avenue. 1 would have to get that for you if you
21 9, Okay., When you mean addictien, was she 21 really nesded that.
TR 22 HEE 4 27 £ Vo
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Page 18| Page 20
1 A, T try to get it for you. 1 Q. Youindicafed yom; son was thereand I £
2 Q. And can you — do you talk to your 2 don't remember if you said was there as well? T
3 daughter ona daily or weekly basis? 3 A. Yes. Both were there.
4 A. Yes. B . 4 Q. During the year-and-a-half that the dog
5 Q. Okay. You're still in contact with her? 5 livedon’ Road — and ¥ understand it's on
& A. Yes. . &  and off depending upon what times your daughter was
7 Q. Is still with you? 7 - there. During the times your danghter was living at
8 A, No. 8  the home was the dog ever on a leash when the dog was
9 Q. 's back with her? 9 outside?
10 A, Yes. 10 A. Yes.
11 Q. Good. Is that workmg out okay now? 11 Q. Okay. And can you describe the type of
12 - A, It's great, 12 leash, the type of set up it was for the dog?
13 Q. That's great. I'm glad for the boy. 13 A. Out front we had a big hook chain that
14 A. Yeah. . 14  was hooked to our railing and there was a long chain
15 ). Okay. Very good. Are you aware — mayb¢ 15  with that and that would be hooked to her neck
16  you're not. Are ydu_ aware of any of the leash laws 16  collar. And in the back wehad also a long runner
17  in Wicomito County or the city of Salisbury that have| 17  that was hooked around a tree. She was either on one
18  to do with dogs? 18  orthe other.
19 A, Yes. 19 Q. And was the reason the dog was on the
20 Q. And is that because you owned a dog? 20  chain is to prevent the dog from leaving the
21 A, Yes. 21  property?
22 Q. And did you own a dog at the time that p A. Correct.
Page 19 Page 21 i
1 this incident happened? 1 Q. Okay. And do you know why the dog wasn't .
2 A. No. , 2 onthe chain in the front yard that day?
3 Q. Okay. When did you first own a dog? ‘ 3 A. Shebusted out my door. She came out my
4 A. Mandy died December '08 and she was 14. 4 door. My screen door does not latch. It doesn't to
5 Q. Shelived a long life, 5 this day. _ '
6 A. She was a black Lab.. 5 ). Had she done that before?
7 Q. And did she have a deg license? 7 A. And shehad done that before.
8 A. Yes. 8 Q. Okay. And she — and every time she
9 Q. And what's your understanding of the 2  would do that would ke the time your daughter was
10 leash, leash laws In the county or the city thai 18 alseatihe housel
11 perfam to dogs that the residenis here own? i1 A. Yes. Correct.
iz A, Tlive in the country. I let them out, 1z Q. Se your danghter was aware that on
13 but they stay m the yard. 13 previous occasions before this time that the deg that
14 €. Areyouaware W?ie?her they have tobeon| 14  she ewned — what was the dog's pame?
15 g leash while they're on your prepelty or mot? is5 Al .
16 A, No. 16 Q. . That would, could actually.
17 Q. Okay. Was this a pal;tj‘f where 12 people 17  get outthe front door on her own and did in fact gef
18  were over to your house? 18  outthe front-door on her own?
15 A This wad a beantifui Sunday afiernoon. 1 A, Ifihe wooden door was.left open, yes.
20  Thev weren't at my house. Tt was between my house 20 Q. Okay. Thank you for clarifying that.
21  and wy neighbor, We were all outside doing vard 21 And de you know hew many fimes that happened in the
iy ©o 2ij
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Page 22 Page 24
; . 1 A. Not many, because it was still cold time, 1 property to the right?
e 2 This one particular day was beautiful and 1 had my - 2 A. No.
3 front door opén, 3 ' Q. Dog ever went across the street?
4 Q. Would it be more than five, but less than 4 A. No.
5 107 5 Q. Okay. If the dog was on the property and
6 A. T'would say less than five. &  not on the chain and someone from either side of your |
7 Q. Less than five. And were you there on 7 adjacent properties had called the dog, would the dog
8 those days? - 8  then go over to that person? Was he a friendly dog
s A. No. 9 like that? '
10 Q). Okay. And how would you know about this?] 10 A, Yes.
11 Would your daughter tell you? 11 Q. Okay. And that's what happened on this
12 A. had told me. . 12 day; someone across the street called the dog and the
13 . Q. Andhow did they get the dog back? - 13 dog would go across the street? *
14 A. The dog liked to play with children, so 14 - A. Correct, )
15  the dog would come to at times. 15 Q. Was your daughter aware that this
is Q. Were there other children living in the 16  would — was the dog's behavior that if someone

17  adjacent properties? 17  called it on an adjacent property across the streef,

18 A. Yes. 18  that the dog could voluntarily go to these people who
13 Q. Would the dog also g6 over to their 19  were calling'- him? .
20  property and play with their children? 20 MR. . Let me interpose an
21 A, Yes. 21 objection. You're asking her what -- if she
22 Q. And can you fell me the names of some of 22 knows what her daughter knew. She obviously
Page 23 Page 25
1 the neighbors who would be aware that would 1 cannot speak for her daughter, but she can answer
2 occasionally leave your home where your daughter 2 the question.
3 lived and go next door to play with the children? 3 THE WITNESS: Correct. Idon't know
4 A, and .and their daughter 4 that. There again, I'm not at home the majority
5 s ‘ 5 of the time, so I don't réall_y see the actions of
6 " Q. Howoldis ? 6 the dog when they were there.
7 A 1L 7  BY MR. GASTON: 7
8 Q. And do you know the address for and 8 Q. Okay. That's fair enough. What about
9 ? 2 when you did see the actions of the dog?
i A. No. TheyTe to my extreme Jeft. 10 A. When I did see the actions, there was
11 Q. Left? The very next property? 11 onily one time I can remember that went across
12 A. Yes. 12  next door when -- but there again, was with
13 Q. Okay. Do they still live thera? 13 the children, so he would follow when’
14 A Yes. : 14  was next door, but they would always walk the dog
15 (. Ckay. Do you kaow what “or ds | 15  back home.
16  feor a living? 16 Q). Okay. How about going across the street?
17 A works for the Wicomico County public 17 A. That doesn't normally ever happen.
18  schools asan 18 Q Doesn't ever normally seems, is a }jttie
is Q. And what's de? 15  confusing. Has it ever happeoned in the past?
20 A. is a stay-at-home mother. 20 A, Not that I'm aware, 10,
23 €. Has yomr daughier ever told you that the

21 €). This is the property to the Jeft. Fas

[}
)

"y
W]
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[
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1 A. No. 1 Q. And that was on the opposite side of the
2 Q. — before this incident? -2 road—
3 Okay. Did you ever have to go out 3 A, Cotrect,
4 looking for the dog one day because the dog left the 4 Q. — near, actually right in front of the
5 property? : 5  driveway to which neighbor's home?
6 A. No. 6 A. It'sthe home right across the -
7 Q Can vou tell me how far down the road the 7 street from me. Although the don't live
8 motorcyclist was when you first saw him? 8  there anymore and the neighbors are new. I don't
9 A. We could hear it before 1 could see it. 9  know them. ]
10 Q. Okay. And do you koow how many seconds| 10 Q. Okay. Do you know whether, do you
11 wentby before you heard the engine and before you | 11 know -- had you been friends with the '
12 actoally saw it? 12 - before this day?
13 A. Probably about four seconds. 13 A. No.
14 Q. Okay. 14 Q. Okay. Have you ever — did you ever
i5 A. AndTremember, I remember he was looking 15  speak to them?
16  up towards ‘ 16 A. Tspeak to them.
17 Q. Take your time. I know this is probably 17 Q. Okay. And do you know where they are
18  something upsetting for you. Just take your time. 18  now?
19 A. We're country people. I can walk out of i2 A. No.
20  my door at any time at night and if walk outside 20 Q. Okay. And how far were you — I'm trying
21  and somebody is coming down the road, they're going 21 to get an idea of the length of the driveway of your
22 tolook up at me. He had looked up at 's. 22  house. Do you have — does vour driveway go right up
Page 27 Page 29
1 1 said and tand . Atthe 1 into a garage?
2 time, sister was visiting with her four 2 A. WNo, but my driveway is not in the puzzle.
3 children. There was a lot of commotion going on at 3 Q. OKkay. I'm just trying to get the
4 's. Right next door is myself and my familty and 4 distance from where you were, where you were standing
5 we're outside .doing yard work. 5  on your yard to the edge, the closest edge of the
6 I saw him look up at 's and it was 6  road. How far is that?
7 just about that time that called home, 7 A. 1 wasright at the house, at the steps.
8  and when that happened 1 believe , because he 8 I was working in a rose garden.
9 wasn't looking at the road, he swerved, He hit 9 Q. Were you on your knees af the time?
10 onthe left side of the road, right there at the 10 A N -
11 driveway across the middle of the road. 11 ). You were standing up?
12 It happened. He hit and that's when 12 A. T was standing up.
13  he -- he applied his brakes first and the brake mark ' 13 Q. Okay. And if you were to walk, de you
14  on the road showed that he was on the wrong side of 14 keow how many paces it would take for you fo gef from
15 theroad. Andhe hit her with 2 front tire and then 15 ke rose bush o the very end of the road?
he ran over her and when he ran over her his bike 16 A. 35 feet. '
17  stopped right there, right there at the end of the 17 Q. Tt's 35 feet. Okay. And it was a sunny
18  driveway. ' 18 day?
15 (3. Soihe final resiing piace for the ig. A, Yes, 7
20  motorcycie is exactly where hie struck the dog; would; 20 Q. Did it appear that Mr. was braking
21 that be fair? 21 &ty te aveid hitting the dog?

Eopg
[38)

Merrill LAD

800-292-4789

www.merrillcorp.com/law




T

- 2/13/2012

Page 32

Page 30

1 Q. And do you know how far he was away from 1 while was talking and holding him 1 was calling

2 the dog when he first saw the dog? 2 9IL B

3 A. Not far. Maybe from here to the ofther 3 Q. Okay. And did you talk to the police

4 side of the building. 4 officers who arrived at the scene?

5 Q. And I guess estimating feet; was it four, 5 A, Yes.

&  five, six motorcycle lengths, car lengths? Can you 6 Q. OKkay. And did you tell them exactly what

7  give me an idea? 7  you told me here?

8 A. Yesh, let me think. Probably six 8 A'Ye

8 motorcycle lengths, 9 Q. Have you given a statement to anyone else
10 Q. Okay. Okay. And did Mr. ;" bike go 10  regarding this matier, whether it be over the '
11  down on the side after it hit the dog? Did he fly 11  phone -- other than your lawyer. I'm nof entitled to
12 over top? What happened to his bike? 12 know what yeu and your lawyer talked about. But an
13 A. The dog went down. I mean, the bike went 13 jnsurance company, investigators; something, whether
14  down and it just kind of, he just kind of flew in the 14  you wrote something down in writing or you told them
15  air overto the other side of the driveway. He 15 ~over the phone what happened about this incident?
16  didn'troll on the payment. It was like something 1¢ A. No.
17 just picked him up and put him over there. 17 Q. Okay. Do you know the officer that
18 ‘Q. So was it pretty much a dead stop after 18  arrived on the scene? '
19  the motorcycie hit the dog and then his body just 19 A. No.
20 went, continued over top of the motorcycle and hit 20 Q. But you did speak with him?
21 the ground? 21 A. Yes '
22 A. Correct, 22 Q. Did other people zlso speak to the

Page 31 Page 33

1 Q. Okay. And can you tell me an idea how 1  officer?

2 far he was from his motorcycle when he hit the 2 A. Tdon'tknow.

3 ground? 7 . 3 Q. Were you there when the ambulance

4 A. The width of a driveway. The motorcycle 4 . arrived? :

5 laid on this drive — on this side and he fell, well, 5 A, Yes.

&  plus maybe a foot, because be was on the other side. 6 Q. And did they put Mr. on a back

7  There was the mailbox in between and he was just on 7  board?
'8 the other side of the mailbox, 8 A, Yes.

g Q. Okay. I presume people ran over ic the g {J. Did you notice any pliysical injuries on
10 scene to see whai was going on? 10 s body?
11 A, Just and from next door. - 11 A. Tnoticed his ankle.
iz . Did you - you did not go over to the 12 Q. Okay. What did you notice about his
13 seene? ' 13 aukje?
14 A. ['was af the scene, yes. 1should have 14 A [ just noticed there was blood and his
15  put myseif there. 15  pant ankie was fom :
16 Q. Okay. So you walked across your 16 Q. Okay. Was your daughtér cutside the
17 pmperty, across the road where Mr. was? 17  house or inside the house at the time of the
18 A Yes. 18  collision?
19 Q. Did you say agything to Bim? What washe | 19 A: Qutside.
20  doing? Can you describe what was going on? 20 Q. Okay. Did she also tll yon that she saw
2 . I didn't say a whole lot to him because 21 the secident?

S {Tages 3¢ Lo 33
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Page 34 Page 36
1 Q. Anddid she — what did she tell you 1 Q. And he also witnessed the collision? ‘
2 about it from memory? 2 A. Yes, : ’
3 "A.  She wants to blame because 3 . Q. Does still live with you at the
4 was speeding. 4  house? '
5 Q. And-- 5 A. Yes.
6 A, We all saw it. Myself, . , 5 Q. And what did tell you that he saw?
7 . o 7 A. MHere again, it's hearsay what he told me.
8 Q. And you didn't tell me that was 8 Q. That's okay. T just want to know what —
9  speeding earlier when you described it. 9 A. Okay.
10 A. Tdidn't? : 10 Q. Normally people talk about these things.
11 Q. Do you know what speed he was going? 11 A, Okay. S
12 A. No, I dort't know, but I travel that road iz Q. I just want te know what your son toid
13 andIdo 40 and feel like Fm just crawling. 13  you. :
14 (. What's the speed limit on there? 14 A. That it's crazy that he was speeding. He
15 A, 40. 15  was worried because the dog only listened to
1s Q. Okay. And did your daughter tell you how| 16  and it was that was calling the dog horoe and
17  she was able to calculate 's speed or was she 17  I'mreally suiprised the dog came out in the road,
18  guessing that he was going over the speed limit? 18  because we could hear the motoreycie and, you know,
19 A. She calculated due to the fact when he 19 telling , "No, don't call him" or "Don't
20  brought his attention back to the road, that's when ‘ 20 call her"
21 he slammed on his brake. That's what — I mean, just 21 Q. But it was too late?
22 sounding -- hearing the sound of the engine of the 22 A, Ttwas foo late.
Page 35 ) . Page 37 {
1 motorcycle coming made us believe that it was. 1 Q. Okay. And she called him after -- after ’ \
2 speeding also. 2 you heard the sound of the motorcycle is when she
-3 | Q. Is that — was that why, what yeur 3 started to call the dog?
4 daughter told you as to how she believed he was 4 A. Yes.
5  speeding - - 5 Q. Okay. Did she then tell the dog to stay
& A Yes. 6  Dbackor -
7 Q. - because of the sound of the engine - 7 A Yes.
8 A, Yes, B Q. And did the dog stay?
9 Q. — and nothing else? g A. No.
10 A. 1don't remember it all, but I do ig Q. The dog kept coming?
11 - remember that. 11 A, Yes.
12 Q. Sowe have — as far as yeu know, did 12 Q. Okay. So we have 5 , yourself,
13 also witness the collision? 13 . Any other adults that you were aware of that
14 A. Yes. 14 saw ihe collision?
i5 3. Was guiside znd did she witness the 15 A, Not that witnessed the collision, ne.
16  collision? ' _ 16 Q. Did anyone else go over and try to
A. Tdon't think she witnessed it. She was 17  comfort while he was laying on the ground other
18  around back 18  than youand' ?
i3 . Okay, And yousaid ? ig A, . And sister was visiting and
A Yes, 20  she's a nurse.
21 Q. is your other son? 21 L5
Z A zZZ A,
10 {(Pages 34 Lo 37;
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1 Q. Okay. Do you have — did anyone tell you 1 Q. Did any of the times that you saw him
2 they were there and " said this" or " said 2 drive up and down the road before on his motoreycle,
3 that"? 3 didit give you any concern at all as to the manner
4 " A, No. 4  in which he was operating the motorcyéle in front of
5 (. Okay. Is there anything else that you 5 your house with children around?
&  can remember about the accident that day that yon 6 A, Yes.
7 . haven't already told me? 7 Q. Okay. Did you call the police and report
8 .A. When I talked to the officer he wanted to 8  that?
9 give him citations. 9 A. No.
ic Q. For what? 10 Q. Why not? If you, if you were concerned
il A. Tdon't know what for. 11 that his driving could endanger one of your children
iz Q. Okay. 12  orithe neighbqr"s children, is there a reason why you
13 A, AndTjust begged and cried for him not i3 didn't report it to the police?
14 o, because here the man is already hurt on the 14 A. Just maybe not getting involved, thinking
15  ground. He's a neighbor, my dog is dead, and I'said 15 it wouldn't happen next time.
16  mydog, and I didn't want him hurt anymore so lasked | 16 Q. Let's talk about before the collision.
17  the officer not to give him any violations. 17  I'm talking about incidents where you've seen
18 Q. It's interesting that you said it's your 18  drive the motorcycle down the road hefore, before
.12 dog. Do you consider the dog your dog a well? 13  this.
20 A. No, Tsaid that because I consider my 20 A. Right.
21 daighter my family and it was her family. 21 Q. Did any of his drivieg behavior give you
22 Q. Allright. Is there anything else you 22 reason to pause or reason to be concerned that
Page 39 Page 41
1  canremember about that day? 1  someone else on the highway or any of your friends or
2 A. No 2 family would be endangered by his driving?
3 Q. Have you ever talked to after the 3 A, T'm going to say all motorcycles and
4 collision? 4 vehicles go fast in front of my house. He would just
5 A. No. 5  be one of apluck of a dozen that I would have to
6 Q. Do you know if any of your family members 6 calfon
7  .or any of the neighbors spoke to him after the 7 Q. Did he stand out any more or less than
8  collision? 8  any other vehicle or motorcycle that would be driving
9 A. No. 9  infront of youf house?
ic Q. Anyose g6 to the hospiial o se¢ how ne 10 A. Ne.
11 was doing to the best of your recollection? 11 Q. Okay. So any time you saw him drive by
12 A No. 12  you didn't have any -- your concern for your children
13 Q. And you had no contact with him from the 13 was not elevated to the point that veu would report
14  date of ihe coilision almost three years jater? 14  his driving behavior to the authorities; would that
15 A. Mo, Which I never had contact with him 15 befair?
16  before. 18 A, That would be fair, because my
17 Q. Other than to see him at school? 17 = children -- my grandson knew not to go near the road.
18 A. Other than -- and driving by, we alWays %8 Q. Butnot for any other child that would be
1 waved. Lalways wavedto . That's his wife. 1 living on the same road?
20 Q. Had you seen + drive up and down the 20 A. There again, he would be one of 15 to 12.
21 road befgre oz his moioreycie? 21 Q. Butf whatever his driving behavier was, it
22 A Ve 22
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1 would that be fair? 1 policy that's contained in Exhibit Number 1 due to a
2 A, That would be fair. 2 failure to pay any of the premiums on the policy?
3 Q. And do you know of any other persom in 3 A. Idon't understand.
4 your household or any of your neighbors that ever 4 Q. Okay. In order to have insurance you
5  reported Mr.’ " driving the way he was driving to 5  have to pay either a monthly or annual premium. If
&  the authorities? &  persons don't pay the premiim, the insurance company
7 A. No. 7  then denies coverage because they didn't pay for it.
-8 ‘ MR. GASTON: Okay. Iasked you to 8 Has your insurance company sent you any
g produce a copy of the insurance policy, the 9 letters to that effect; that they're denying coverage
10 Homeowner's policy. "10  because you hadn't paid the preminm for the policy?
11 MR. : We mailed that to you. 11 A. No.
12 Let'ssee, let's see if I have an extra one here 12 ' Q. And as‘far as you know this policy was in
13 or not. 'm going to see if ['ve got one 13 effecton , 7
i4 upstairs. : 14 A. Correct.
15 . MR. GASTON: Because I did want to ask 15 Q. Who would take the dog to the
16 her about the policy because I don't haveit. I 16  veterimarian to get his rabies, to get her rabies
17 wanted to - that's why [ wanted to see it here. 17  shots?
18 You want to take a five minute break? 18 A .
19 : MR. : Yes, let's do that. 19 Q. Okay. Do you know the name of the vet?
20- (Whereupon, the proceedings went off the 20 A, No.
21 record.) ' 21 Q. Andon’ » i, if we can go back
22 {Exhibit 1 was marked for 22 in time from that day, how long had vour daughter
Page 43 Page 45
1 identification.) 1 been continuously living with you at the house and in
2 BY MR GASTON: 2 the house right before , For how many
3 Q. Okay. Ms.~ , your atforney was 3 weeks or months that you can remember?
4. kind enough to provide me with a copy of the 4 A. It's always been her primary address.
5  Homeowner's insurance policy and it's been marked as 5  She'd always at that time come and gone, I couldn't
&  Exhibit Number 1 and I'll simply ask you to identify €  give you a corréct answer on that. I don't know.,
7  the policy and ask .you if this was the only insurance "7 7 Q. What I'm, what I'm trying to figure out
8  policy that you are aware of that would cover you as 8 s do you know whether your danghter spent the night
9  anpamedinsured- 9  at your house the night before?
ig A VYes. 10 A. Yes, she did.
11 Q. - for losses in this case? 11 Q. And do you knew if she was there for at
12 MR. : Look at it first. 12 leasta few days at that time with the dog?
13 BY MR. GASTON: . 13 A. Yes, she was,
14 Q. Assuming, aésuming that the incident 14 Q. And if your — I'm sorry, ma'ani. What is
15 we're Eaiking about is covered under this policy. 15 your usual, what was your usual schedule In April of
16 A. Yes. 16 ? .
17 Q. Okay. And you have no other insurance 17 A, Monday through Friday I work 11:00 to
18  policies that would cover this loss; would that be 18 7:00.
18 corveci? ' is {3 Is that 11:08 at night?
29 A. Correct, 20 A 11:0 a.m. to 7:00 p.m
21 Q. Ckay. ] ' : 21 . And where did you work?
22 237 J. " i

[
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1 Q. . 1 Q. Okay. And how long had she came ouf the
2 A. . 2 front door - how much time elapsed between the time
3 Q. In the Pines? 3 the dog came out the front door and the time the dog
4 A. TIn the Pines. 4 ran across the street?
5 Q. Aninteresting name for an employer. 5 A, Almost instantly.
&  What type of business is that? © 6 Q. Okay.
7 A. It's a hair salon owned by Ttalians. 7 A. Because the children across the street
8 Q. Are you an Italian? 8  called her over. :
9 A. Mybossis. 9 Q. Do you know if they ever did that in the
10 Q. Is she a hot head? 10  past? '
11 A. Yes, sir. 11 . A. No,Idou't. .
iz Q. How long — and are you a licensed 12 Q. And this would the children?
13  beautician? 13 A. Yes. , '
14 A, Yes. 14 Q. And bow old were they?
15 Q. How long have you been doing that work? | 15 Al i I's age; nine, ten, eleven.
16 A, 28 years. ’ : 18 Q. Did they go to school with ?
17 Q. You must like it. 17 A. Yes.
18 A. Loveit. 18 Q. Were they *s school mates?
19 Q. And did you work any weekends at all? 19 A. Yes
| 20 A.-No. . ' 20 Q. Okay. Had they ever been over to your
21 Q. Oh, you're lucky. Usually the busiest 21 house for parties, birthday parties, pizza parties?
22 dayis usually Saturday; right? 22 A. Yes. Sothedogkoew...
Page 47 Page 49
1 A. Saturday, because Ocean City clients come 1 Q. The dog knew them?
2 in and clients live, the regular occupants, they get 2 A. Yes.
3 ontof dodge. Saturday is not a good day for a salon 3 Q. Okay. Allright. And this is, you
4  in Ocean City. ' 4  described -- was this a small dog? T knew you had
5 Q. Okay. And this day was Sanday? 5 said it was a mixed breed, a short deg. I'm
5 "A. Yes. \ ' : &  frying -- can you -- 10, 20 pounds, 367 Can you give
7 Q. Okay. So would it be fair to say that 7 mwe an idea how much it weighed?
8  whenever -- strike that, ' 8 A. Maybe 20, 25 pounds. She was no higher
9 Did the dog have 2 regular deg cellar and 9  thanthe knee,
1¢ & hand-held jeash thatl anybody used to walk him | 10 . Mo higher than -
i1 around the property? ' 11 A. Right. She was below my knee.
12 A, Yes. 12 Q. Below your knee. Okay. All right. T
13 3. And was he on the hand-held leash on 13 presume you still have pictures of the dog in vour
14 ' i4  house?
15 A, Yes. 15 A. Idoak, no.
is6 Q. Okay. So - 16 Q. No.
17 A. Excuse me. - 17 A has a couple of pictures of the
i8 Q. Go shead. 18  dog
12 A. She was 3t first, But there again, when r Q. Okay, And dees your daughier work?
20  he went back into the house and the big front door 20 A, Yes. _
21 was feft open, that's when she got out. She did not 21 {2. Ang where does she work?
22 & f ; H Bt boen 3l £ 22 AL Rhe frarl
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1 . 1 all the questions I have.
2 Q. And where are they located? 2 MR. < I don't have any
3 A. "All [ know is Salisbury. I don't know an 3 questions. Ms. will type theseup in a
4 address. ' 4 booklet form that's called a transcript. It's
5 ). How long has she been working there? 5 all the questions and all the answers and you
6 A. Thbelieve a little over a vear. 6 have the right to proofread it, if you like, and
7 Q. One year. Okay. All right. Have you 7 make any corrections. Or you have the right not
8  seen any photographs of the accident scene? 8 to.
9 A. No. 9 Most people elect not to, but if you'd be
10 Q. Did you take any photographs of the 10 more comfortable reading it and correcting it,
11 accident? ' 11 that's up to you. But you have to tell us one
12 A. No. ‘ 12 way or the other right now.
13 Q. Do you know of anyone else who teok any | 13 THE WITNESS: I'm sure it's fine the way
14 photographs of the accident? 14 it is. _
i5 A. Tdo know the paper did because there was | 15 MR. : Okay. Thank you.
le  apictare in the paper, but I didn't, I didn't kept 16 (Whereupon, the proceedings went off the
17  itorcutitout. And I believe my insurance | 17 record:)
18 adjustor took pictures or a picture of the brake mark 18 BYMR. GASTON:
19 onthe road. ' _ 19 Q. Oh, just one other guestion. Is your
20 Q. Was that a man or a lady that came outto | 20  daughter's last name . .2
21 do that? 21 A
22 A, Alady. : 22 Q. ' Thank you very much. That's all I have.
Page 51 Page 53 {
1 Q. Alady. And did you speak to her at your 1 A. And last name is’ with ‘
2 house when she came there? 2  aK. And Nathanis’
3 A. Yes. 3 Q. is your son?
4 Q. And do you know how many days after the | 4 A. Yes.
5 collision this bappened? 5 Q. Hisnameis.
& A T want to say twa. & A, Right
7 Q. Two days? Two days later, two days 7 Q. Okay. is not rand
- 8  later - the skid marks, the black skid marks of the 8 is not . How did he get the Iast name?
9  tire that was left on the roadway are the pictures 9 A. Tshacked up for seven years way back in
12 ihal she fook when sh Re came out twWo days later? 10 the day. '
11 A. Correct. - : 11 Q. Okay. So he has the name of his father?
1z . So those pictures would corroborate your | 12 A. His father, ves. '
13 testimony that he started to brake on the opposite 13 Q. Thank you very much.
14  sicde, the wrong side of the road; wonid that he s 14 A, You're welcome.
15 fair staternent? 15 {Whereupon, the deposition of
A. Correct. 16 -concluded at 9:59 am.)
17 Q. Olay. And I don't want fo put words in 17
18  your mouth, but correct me if I'm wrong, the skid 18
12  marks ended ai Hhe poind where the frout ifve struck] 19
20  the dog; would that be fair? 20
i 21
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