
SAFETY	RULE	FOR	DOCTORS

• A	doctor	must	pay	careful	attention	
during	an	operation	

• If	a	doctor	does	not	pay	careful	
attention during	an	operation,	the	
doctor	is	responsible	for	the	injuries	
caused			



WHY	ARE	WE	HERE?

• To	hold	Dr.	Owen	Hill	responsible	for	
the	suffering	and	death	and	for	a	
daughter’s	loss	of	her	mother		



THIS	OPERATION



BREACH	OF	THE	STANDARD	OF	CARE	

• What	went	wrong?
–Dr.	Hill	failed	to	pay	careful	attention	when	
the	pacing	wires	were	put	in	chest
– The	wires	were	placed	improperly	
–When	the	wires	were	pulled,	her	graft	was	
cut	and	she	died		



“There	was	a	long	laceration	
in	the	right	coronary	artery	
graft	caused	probably	by	the	
pacing	wire.		The	laceration	
was	bleeding	profusely…”	



WHO	WAS	INVOLVED	IN	THE	
SURGERY?

• Dr.	– Surgeon	
• Mr.	– Surgical	Tech
• Mr.	– Surgical	Tech



WHO	PLACED	THE	WIRES	IN	
CHEST?

• Dr.	? à

• Mr.	?					 à

• Mr.	? à

Does	not	know



WHO	PLACED	THE	WIRES	IN	
CHEST?

• Dr.	? à

• Mr.? à

• Mr.	? à

Does	not	know

Does	not	know



WHO	PLACED	THE	WIRES	IN	
CHEST?

• Dr.	? à

• Mr.	? à

• Mr.	? à

Does	not	know

Does	not	know

“I	do	not	recall.”





HOW	MANY	WIRES	WERE	PLACED?

• Dr.	?			 à

• Mr.?													à

• Mr.? à

Does	not	know

Does	not	know

Does	not	know



PULLING	OF	PACING	WIRES	
FEBRUARY	6,	2011

When	wires	are	properly	placed,	removal	is	simple	
• Routine
• Done	by	RN
• Bed-side,	no	OR
• No	doctor’s	orders
• No	doctor	needed
• Not	a	life	threatening	procedure
• Never	expected	this	to	happen
• 1,000	times	before;	no	injury



WHAT	HAPPENED	WHEN	THE	WIRES	
WERE	PULLED?





EXPERT	

• She	died,	because	the	wires	were	
improperly	placed

• If	the	wires	were	properly	placed,	
she	lives		



DEFENSE	WITNESS

• Assumes	– wires	properly	placed
– Admits	no	knowledge	of	wire	placement	to	
support	his	theory

• Assumes	– heart	changes	size
– Admits	no	evidence	in	the	chart	to	support	his	
theory	

• Assumes	– graft	and	wires	were	not	touching	
– Admits	no	evidence	in	the	chart	to	support	his	
theory





VERDICT	SHEET
What	amount	of	damages	do	you	find	for	The	Estate?	

a.		Funeral	Expenses: $____________________

b.		Non-Economic	Damages:			$____________________

What	amount	of	damages	do	you	find	for	daughter?	

a.		Non-Economic	Damages: $____________________


